
Circle of the Sacred Earth, Inc. 
a church of animism fostering shamanic principles and practices 
 

www.circleofthesacredearth.org 

Email: Cirsaearth@AOL.Com 

21 Aaron Street, Melrose Ma 02176 

(781) 665-6032 

 

 

This is in response to your email requesting information concerning ministerial appointment as a member 

of the clergy of the Circle of the Sacred Earth. 

 

Shamanism itself is not a religion; however the practice of shamanism often parallels or falls under the 

umbrella of animism which is a religion.  To practice shamanic work or to chose shamanism as a personal 

spiritual system begs the belief in Spirit, or Spirits.  Many practitioners have found that their birth religions 

neither supported nor approved of the shamanic work being done or shamanic practice in general. 

 

In response to inspiration from the Spirits, a church was founded that does support and foster shamanic 

principles and practices.  The Circle of the Sacred Earth, Inc., now in our second decade, is a church of 

animism, based on the belief in Spirit, including the indwelling spirits of all species and natural 

phenomena of the Earth.  This belief implies a sacred reverence for all of the life forms dwelling upon the 

planet and the planet itself, including its waters, plants, earth, and air, and for the universe of which we 

are all part.   

 

The church is a Massachusetts not for profit corporation and has received IRS tax exempt status under 

501(c)(3); donations to the CSE are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. The name The Circle of 

the Sacred Earth is protected by law and is restricted to use by the Church. 

 

Anyone holding a belief in spirits and the sacred nature of the earth is eligible to join the Circle of the 

Sacred Earth, Inc. as a general member; a request for general membership is all that is required.  Every 

member of the CSE is free, indeed encouraged, to pursue and receive direct spiritual revelation, such as 

through shamanic journeying, for direct guidance, knowledge, and assistance from the spirits.  Members 

are free to act individually or in concert according to the dictates of their consciences. 

 

The church fosters traditional shamanic practices, to be engaged in by both its clergy and general 

membership, such as spiritual healing and shamanic counseling.   

 

Physical intervention, new age or orthodox, is outside the jurisdiction of the church; thus practices such 

as massage, Shiatsu, acupuncture, Feldenkrais, chiropractic, and orthodox medicine are outside the 

authority and bailiwick of the church.      

 

The clergy functions in traditional roles as requested, empowered to perform all rites commonly 

recognized and enforced by the State but not in an administrative or governing capacity. In doing classic 

shamanic ceremony (leading a drumming circle, doing shamanic healing (e.g. PA retrieval, Soul Retrieval, 

Extraction, Spirit Canoe, Plant Spirit Medicine), Circle ministers are exercising their right to worship in 

accordance with their consciences; such is then protected by the First Amendment. The ministers are 

appointed by the Board of Directors, the governing body of the CSE, who perform secular and 

organizational functions rather than theological.   

 

http://www.circleofthesacredearth.org/


In reviewing applications for clergy appointment, the Board places emphasis on the academic history, 

shamanic studies background, current and past shamanic practice and length of involvement, proposed 

ministry, and commitment to shamanism of the applicant.   

 

In light of its stated mission, the CSE does not consider applications for clergy appointment from persons 

not engaged in an active shamanic practice. Additionally, it is expected than an applicant for ministerial 

appointment will have completed considerable training in shamanism that would equate to an 

apprenticeship. 

 

The purposes of the CSE (as listed in the Statement of Doctrine and Purpose) include:  1) supporting the 

practice of direct spiritual revelation, including shamanic journeying, counseling, and healing by the 

members, 2) providing a forum of expression for the sharing of such revelations and mutual support 

among members, as well as fostering a sense of global community and commitment, 3) becoming an 

educational vehicle and preserving in archives the accounts of direct spiritual revelation, experiences and 

knowledge for the benefit of the present and future generations,  4) the performance of religious rites by 

its clergy, such as presiding over marriages, in accord with both the doctrines of the CSE and the law of 

the State, 5) generating and organizing activities in support of the above purposes.   

 

In Massachusetts, the CSE has an ongoing commitment to and projects geared at helping heal the earth.  

Particularly, the Drumming Circle of the Sacred Earth regularly holds healing ceremonies and rituals for 

and at places where man has wounded the earth. 

 

The CSE is also committed to various charitable endeavors as well as helping individuals in their personal 

shamanic spiritual development by hosting or sponsoring shamanic retreats and workshops. 

 

The Circle of the Sacred Earth is supported entirely by the contributions made by its members and 

clergy.  The CSE deliberately has not set general membership fees or dues.  The Board would rather 

have each general member respond as his/her heart leads.   

 

The suggested minimum annual general membership contribution is $52; however, no one is turned away 

from general membership due to lack of funds.   

 

Those seeking appointment as members of the CSE clergy are expected to take a more active role in the 

support of the Circle and are asked to make an annual donation of $200 the first year of appointment and 

$150 yearly thereafter.  

 

A clergy appointment application form follows for you to print and use, if you so wish, and return via 

regular mail. 

 

If additional information is required, please let me know. The Circle's web site 

(www.circleofthesacredearth.org) has additional information as well as a listing of current active ministers. 

 

In Spirit, 

 

Roy G. Bauer, DD, CSC 

President and Director 
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REQUEST FOR MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENT AS A MEMBER OF THE CLERGY OF  

THE CIRCLE OF THE SACRED EARTH 

 

 

Name:   ___________________________________________ DOB: _______________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

 

Tel Numbers: Home ___________________  Work __________________ Other _________________ 

 

Occupation/Employment: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Academic Background/Degree(s): _______________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shamanic Studies Background: _________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please list any training and experience equivalent to shamanic studies  

and training on a separate sheet. 

 

Current Shamanic Practice:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

On separate sheets please explain why you are requesting appointment as a minister of the of the Circle 

of the Sacred Earth.  Please indicate which telephone number (and email address if you have more than 

one) you want listed on the Circle's web site.  Enclose a recent photo with your application. 

 

Please enclose a check for $200 (for the $50 processing fee and the first year clergy dues/donation of 

$150).  If your application is not approved, the $150 for the first year's dues will be returned to you.   

Send completed application via regular mail to:  

Circle of the Sacred Earth, Attn: Roy Bauer, 21 Aaron Street, Melrose, MA 02176 

 

I hereby request admission and appointment to ministerial clergy of the Circle of the Sacred Earth, Inc.  If 

I am so appointed by the Circle of the Sacred Earth, I agree to abide by its doctrine, discipline, and 

practice. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

signature  and  date 


