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Overview: Why We Need Drastic Action 
 

In March 2023, Scientists delivered their ‘final warning’ on climate crisis: act now or it’s too 

late. Did you see that news in 2023?  The United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change, or IPCC, issued a report that says only swift and drastic action can avert irrevocable 

damage to the world. The comprehensive review of human knowledge of the climate crisis took 

hundreds of scientists eight years to compile and runs to thousands of pages, but boiled down to 

one message: act now, or it will be too late. (See also Final 

Warning on Climate Change, 1 min., Channel 4 News.) 

UN secretary general, António Guterres, said: “This 

report is a clarion call to massively fast-track climate 

efforts by every country and every sector and on every 

timeframe. Our world needs climate action on all fronts: 

everything, everywhere, all at once.” 

The earliest scientific concerns date to the 1800s, and 

scientific consensus had solidified in the 1980s. Perhaps 

the most famous statements were in Jim Hansen’s 1988 

Congressional testimony. Scientists have issued repeated 

warnings for decades, and they are frustrated that even 

our best efforts fall far short of the minimum lifestyle 

changes needed. 

We absolutely do not need conservative climate 

denialists to do anything differently. They vote as they 

do due to economic insecurity; that always drives 

fascism. Many of them have quite low personal eco 

footprints; they don’t have the $ to get on planes or take 

cruises like so many progressives and even Green Party 

members. The problem is those of us with disposable 

incomes. We need to walk the talk: end the air travel, 

cruises, meat diet, etc. We “environmentalists” are not 

listening to the scientists. We  need to welcome 

uncomfortable emotions and change. Yes, us. WE are 

making scientists cry. 

Raising our consciousness is not a one-and-done, not 

“I’ve been to 1,000 deep ecology workshops and I’ve 

arrived.” No, it’s a constant practice, which is why 

indigenous cultures routinely do a council of all beings 

ceremony. 

Restraint, Leaving Room 

The eyes of the future are 

looking back at us and they 

are praying for us to see 

beyond our own time. They 

are kneeling with hands 

clasped that we might act 

with restraint, that we might 

leave room for the life that 

is destined to come. To 

protect what is wild is to 

protect what is gentle. 

Perhaps the wilderness we 

fear is the pause between 

our own heartbeats, the 

silent space that says we 

live only by grace. 

Wilderness lives by this 

same grace. Wild mercy is in 

our hands.” 

-- Terry Tempest Williams 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/mar/20/ipcc-climate-crisis-report-delivers-final-warning-on-15c
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/mar/20/ipcc-climate-crisis-report-delivers-final-warning-on-15c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysNv46MjCR8&list=LL&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysNv46MjCR8&list=LL&index=2
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As we look at these different areas of Entertainment, Transportation, Political and Economic 

Systems, and Population, keep in mind the primary principle that what we call “nature” – the 

Whole – imposes systems of checks and balances on all species. These set limits and act to 

restrain excess, much like the Honorable Harvest / Original Instructions. Keep in mind that 

humans have found ways to bypass these checks and balances, and those bypasses are what 

has caused the current climate disaster and the threat to all life on Earth. In each area, did 

we override natural limits? How does this affect our relationship with the rest of “nature”? 

 

Entertainment, Sports, Recreation 

VIDEO (WARNING-FOUL LANGUAGE): Louis CK - God’s Earth (2 mins.) 

Louis CK talked about tech support for video games. Most video games and most sports glorify 

violence and have an us vs them basis. They focus on competition, not cooperation, reinforcing a 

Western view that domination and dog-eat-dog is normal, natural, and necessary. For a few 

decades now, the counter-culture has introduced children’s board games based on cooperation to 

counter the Western view. I suspect that some nonviolent, nonsexist video games also exist, but 

that’s not most of them. 

Sports are also consumption-oriented: we are spectators not participants. Music and theatre, like 

sports, are now for professionals, not the everyday person. And some sports, especially golf, 

have a big harmful impact on the environment. Economically, sports gambling is another way we 

redistribute wealth from lower-income people to the wealthiest.  

Recreation  
Some enjoy motorized road bikes or snowmobiles without considering the noise pollution or 

other impacts on the plants and animals who live in these areas. Many of us feel entitled to our 

cars and to travel by plane for convenience and to go on safaris, cruises, and the like. Yet these 

usually reflect simply what we want, not what we need, and are a big part of our environmental 

impact. 

Artificial Intelligence, or AI, is the same old story of human “convenience” at the cost of life on 

earth/nature. It massively increases our consumption of energy and water at a time when 

environmental scientists are asking us to REDUCE our energy and water use. Many good 

progressives I know use AI often, without realizing how unsustainable it is. Like all technology, 

many of us use AI without mindful, conscious consumption; we don’t stop to ask what’s the real 

price for this, who’s paying it, and what are the long-term consequences. In a way, AI also 

makes us spectators, but now the human performer is replaced by a computer. 

Transportation 
Transportation improvements enable endless growth by allowing people and goods to move in 

greater quantities and at faster speeds. We enjoy the freedom of movement and the pleasure of 

ready access to the finite gifts of the world brought to us by our modern transportation system, 

but at what cost to the planet and all our kin (not to mention ourselves). Terraforming the earth, 

altering waterways, mining already scarce materials, power consumption, pollution, restriction 

and endangerment of animals (including human pedestrians), increased the migration of humans 

and other invasive species, greater capability to wage war. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTusfMpVfVc
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Before 1830, walking was the most common mode of human transportation. Long distance trips 

were infrequent. Thomas Jefferson’s 260-mile journey from Philadelphia to Monticello by 

combination of stagecoach and horseback, took eleven days.1 The same journey today is 4.5 hrs 

by car, 6 hrs by train, and 7 hours by air. During the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries 

people increasingly used animals to move goods and themselves over land. Advances in horse 

technology, such as improved wagons, continued selective breeding, and new uses of the horse 

came with steady improvements in infrastructure like turnpikes and canals. Our modern modes 

of transportation that we take for granted didn’t exist before 1800. They are not normal, 

necessary, or natural. 

• 1801 first modern suspension bridge (Western Pennsylvania with a span of 70 feet).  

• 1807 first successful steamboat service (New York-Albany (150 miles, 32 hours). Same 

trip today is 2.5 hrs by car, 3 hrs by train or air. 

• 1830 first successful steam-powered railway (Lancaster and Manchester, England). 

• 1860s first cost-effective transatlantic steamships.  

• 1885 first modern bicycle (led to pressed gravel farm to market roads in US. 

• 1886 first combustion engine car (led to pressed asphalt highway system in US). 

• 1914 first commercial airline route (bay crossing Tampa-Saint Petersburg, Florida). 

• 1952 first commercial jet service (London and Johannesburg). 

• 1962 first high speed rail service (Tokyo-Osaka) 

 

The ABC of mobility1 shows that world class cities can operate perfectly well while relying on 

forms of transportation that are more environmentally friendly such as walking/cycling and 

public transit. The first chart shows the most frequent transportation mode for various cities. The 

US, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand are car-centric. Europe is somewhat better than the US 

with heavy car usage but a mixture of transportation modes. On the other hand, Latin America, 

Africa and Asia are much more reliant on walking/bicycle and public transit.  

The second chart is a triangle grid showing the actual percentage mix of each mode of 

transportation. In this view, it is even clearer how car-centric the US is compared to Europe and 

how different they both are from the transportation scenarios in the rest of the world. 

This video on biking in the Netherlands shows that it is possible to change direction. We are not 

trapped by the choices of previous decades. Can you imagine a US president saying we should 

drive less and reduce our road network to support walking and cycling? 

 
1 Rafael Prieto-Curiel, Juan P. Ospina, The ABC of mobility, Environment International, Volume 185, 2024, 

108541, ISSN 0160-4120, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envint.2024.108541. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412024001272
https://youtu.be/bnFYOvcOn_E?si=MIZ4LWvmodL97FUN
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412024001272
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Dwellings 
Similar to transportation, we enjoy the comfort and private space that our dwellings give us, but 

at what cost to the planet and all our kin (not to mention our own selves). As individuals, we can 

make choices about our dwellings that focus on how those choices will impact the earth and all 

our kin. And that includes not just the buildings, but land and how location will impact our 

transportation footprint.  

the materials used in the building or in any renovation, the way we treat the land (amount of 

paving, choice of plants, how we maintain the land), our power usage, how the location will 

determine the amount of travel we will do, and how the dwelling will impact our ability to heal 

our earth connections. Many of these choices are limited by community and neighborhood 

regulations, ownership/rental status, and our financial circumstances.  

In the West, it’s normal to prefer dwellings and neighborhoods that separate us from the Great 

Web, that isolate us from what we don’t like: rain, cold, heat, natural predators both small (like 

mosquitos) and large (like grizzly bears, mountain lions). While much of this might be 

understandable, we don’t need to have the temperature at a constant 68 degrees year round, using 

more heating and cooling than we need.  

And then we poison the mice and rats because our residential environments are inhospitable for 

their predators. We destroy natural checks and balances and then further pollute to deal with the 

consequences. This is not right relationship. 

Our modern transportation and housing systems do a horrible job in serving the whole. As 

individuals, the best we can do is to make choices that minimize our travel and housing footprint, 

become better informed of the consequences of our transportation and housing initiatives, 

advocate for systemic change, and encourage others to do the same. 
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Economic Systems 
The goal of our economic system is to transfer to the rich the wealth generated by the 

exploitation of workers and “natural resources”, meaning the planet and all our kin. We are led to 

believe that this is normal, natural, and necessary, and that  there is no alternative (TINA). Yes, 

“TINA” is an actual economic theory term. 

 

Many say we just need to get rid of capitalism, and that’s a start, but socialist and communist 

systems can also exploit the planet and the people. The bottom line is that this planet is finite, has 

limits; and we cannot have infinite economic growth on a finite planet. We need what eco-

economists call a degrowth or steady-state, circular economy that 

• Avoids or minimizes exploitation of the planet and people, placing them before profit 

• Like the rest of nature, doesn’t have “waste”; “nature’s” waste systems nourish the earth, 

don’t go to a landfill 

• meets our needs, not our wants (Honorable Harvest) 

• Serves the Whole, not just humans 

For those with 401K or bank accounts, those investments are going to corporate interests and the 

wealthiest. We can switch to credit unions, and we can follow Great Depression guidance to 

make do or do without.. When we must buy, we can buy from co-ops, employee-owned 

businesses, and B-corporations. Instead of giving our money to Amazon, we can purchase (or not 

purchase) in ways that help the real Amazon - the rainforest one. 

What we need to realize is that the 1% are a big part of the problem and that so are most of us in 

the US.  We see this by looking at the carbon footprint of various groups: 

• 99-100% (top 1%) is 16% CO2 emissions,  

• 90-99% (which just includes me and Bruce toward the bottom) is 33%,  

• 66.7%-90% is 33% 

• 0-66.7% (bottom 2/3) is 16%.  

Just stopping the top 1% isn't going to solve the problem. Stopping the top 10% might do it by 

halving the emissions and that includes me and most of us. Our lifestyles are more 

environmentally damaging than our counterparts in other rich nations. And the working poor 

here are far better off than the poor in the Global South. Scientists tell us that all but the dirt 

poorest in the US need to make drastic lifestyle changes. 

Political Systems 
Our politics is a colonizer system - it exists for the wealthiest and serves the excesses of the 

wealthiest.  We are led to believe that this is normal, natural, and necessary, and that there is no 

alternative (“TINA”). The goal of political systems should be to sustain the well-being and 

cohesion of the community. In western cosmology, the community means the human community 

and even just the ruling elite, whereas in animist cosmology, the community is the whole. 
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Western thinking is that hierarchy, dominance, and inequality are normal, natural and necessary, 

and that humans are naturally either selfish and violent, not cooperative, or naive and childlike, 

cooperative but helpless. In both cases they are in need of a strong ruler who can channel them 

toward greater achievements. 

Animist thinking, based on what animists learn from all our kin, is that egalitarian organization 

of community with respect for all, consensus building, and deference to skill and wisdom instead 

of wealth and power are normal, natural, and necessary. That human nature is varied and that 

human compassion, thoughtfulness, sense of justice, and desire for connection are to be 

cherished and nurtured while violence and brutality should be sanctioned. 

In The Dawn of Everything: A New History of Humanity, David Graeber and David Wengrow 

assert that our current perspective on human life prior to agriculture has its roots in the writings 

of Thomas Hobbes (Leviathan in 1651) and Jean-Jacque Rousseau (Discourse on the Origin and 

the Foundation of Inequality Among Mankind in 1754). Hobbes opined that humans are by 

nature selfish and lived in a primitive state where everybody was fighting against each other until 

supreme rulers came along to offer them security in exchange for some loss of liberty. Rousseau 

opined that humans lived in a prolonged state of childlike innocence in small, egalitarian bands, 

until the rise of agriculture, cities, and states. 

In his book Goliath’s Curse, Luke Kemp explains that status comes in two flavors: prestige and 

domination. Prestige is when others want you to lead based on the skill you can offer or your 

wisdom. Prestige is limited and can’t be passed down through generations. Anthropologist talk 

about our ingrained appreciation for ‘task-based leadership’. Domination is the ability to gain 

status through violence, intimidation, or control of resources. Our ancestral hyper-egalitarian 

foragers could gift prestige and tolerate task-based leadership but were willing to kill to avoid 

domination. 

The 1% owns both of the two ruling parties in the US. The 99% have barely a minority 

representation, never enough to challenge the two-party system. We need a healthy, multiparty 

democracy. Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act, “historical” and “radical” as it was, showed that the 

Democrats lack the political will to stop climate catastrophe. 

Many say we need a revolution, but we’ve had lots of revolutions. What we need is a change in 

consciousness and a return to the egalitarian and holistic principles of our animist ancestors. 

Population 
Human overpopulation remains a serious issue.  At 8 billion, we far exceed the earth’s “carrying 

capacity”, which scientists range from 1 to 3 billion. Compounding the issue is that the average 

person in the US consumes so much more than everyone else that even if our numbers are 

relatively low, we have a massive eco impact. For example, the average child in the US has the 

lifetime environmental impact of 6 to 10 children in the Global South. Juiceboxes and soccer 

mom lifestyles that drive children everywhere exemplify the problem. Social policies might 

refrain from praising people who have kids and stop harassing and ridiculing those who don’t 

have children. We need to not ask any adult children when they’re going to produce 

grandchildren. And parents need to stop “showing off” photos of their kids. Such changes in 

cultural norms can be painful. 


