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When to Start Charging for Services 

If your practice is a new one, wait to charge set fees until you have enough experience to know that 

you’re consistently getting pretty good results (~80% or better). Humility lesson: remember that old-

time shamans in some traditions were killed if they didn’t get good results. See also Ethics of Fees 

handout on the Ethics page. 

Client Forms 

I use a lot of forms and keep fairly detailed records, but many practitioners don’t use any. There’s no 

right or wrong; talk to your helping spirits and see what works for you. If you *do* use forms and keep 

notes, safeguard access to them to ensure confidentiality and proper disposal after your death. 

Some Forms I Use/Records I Keep 

1. Shamanic Clients Database (Open Office or Excel spreadsheet) & Income Records 

2. Client History/Intake Form (have them fill out on arrival or in advance) 

3. Consent for Disclosure of Medical Record Info (rare; only if they want me to talk to their 

therapist, doctor, minister, or anyone else) 

4. Suggested Follow-Up Journeys/Meditations 

5. Healing Session Evaluation (for my use; client never sees this) 

Links to all of the above forms are on the portal page. 

Insurance 

Liability insurance is required if you give events at retreat centers; if you work out of your home, you 

can add a liability rider to your homeowner's policy. Some say Hartford and perhaps other mainstream 

insurance companies offer insurance. The one I use is Energy Medicine Professional Association. 

Minister’s License (Touching) 

You need a license if you touch someone, even touching their shoulder for soul retrieval, for example. If 

you have a massage license, you’re covered. If not, a minister’s license is recommended. Several famous 

teachers are licensed ministers through a shamanic church called Circle of the Sacred Earth. I use it, too; 

it's about $150 per year. Less expensive options exist if you prefer to explore them. 

Keeping Up with Shamanic Trends and Practices 

I recommend keeping in touch with me and other practitioners. It can help to join one or more organized 

shamanic associations and to regularly read reputable shamanic journals. Be mindful that lots of 

unreliable material is out there, so choose carefully. 

Recommended Shamanic Associations 
• Foundation for Shamanic Studies (anyone can join by paying annual dues) 

• Society for Shamanic Practice (anyone can join by paying annual dues) 

Recommended Shamanic Journals 

• Sacred Hoop (pdf e-subscription) 

• Society for Shamanic Practice SSP (twice/yr) 

• Foundation for Shamanic Studies 

• Shaman’s Drum 

http://www.shamanicspring.com/index.html
http://www.energymedicineprofessionalassociation.com/
http://circleofthesacredearth.org/
https://www.shamanism.org/
https://shamanicpractice.org/
http://www.sacredhoop.org/Pages/Subscribe.html
https://shamanicpractice.org/about/what-is-a-shamanic-practitioner/
https://www.shamanism.org/join/index.html
http://www.shamansdrumfoundation.org/

